[Intrapleural bleomycin for management of malignant pleural effusions].
We studied the efficacy of intrapleural administration of bleomycin for the management of malignant pleural effusions of non-small cell lung cancer in 24 cases. Bleomycin 60 mg was administered into the pleural space after tube drainage. If the effusion continued, one additional dose was given. The efficacy was seen in 18 cases (75%). The main adverse drug reaction was transient fever among others. There was little toxicity and no cases of pulmonary fibrosis. Intrapleural administration of bleomycin is useful in management of malignant pleural effusions.